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PREFACE 

 

The first Europe Ramble Tour was arranged in 1983, for exchange 

students who arrived in January to have the opportunity to travel 

around Europe during their summer vacation. 

 

From that year on, a bus trip has been arranged every summer, and is 

now open to all Rotary long term exchange students in Sweden and 

Latvia (district 2320-2410) 

 

In this booklet we have compiled information that is necessary to be 

aware of before signing up for the Europe Ramble Tour. Please take 

the time and read this booklet before signing up. 

 

The information contains both practical information and rules and 

regulations, all to make the trip safe and worthwhile for both you and 

the rest of the group. 

 

We hope that you, after having read the brochure, will be inspired to 

sign up for the tour. We think that you will not regret touring Europe 

with us and your Rotary friends. 

 

Please ask your parents and/or host parents if you need explaining of 

anything in the information. 

 

Welcome! 

Rotary Youth Exchange, Sweden 
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1. ABOUT EUROPE RAMBLE TOUR 

General Information 

The Europe Ramble tour is arranged for Rotary’s long-term youth exchange students in 

Sweden. If the buses are not filled by exchange students in Sweden, exchange students in 

other European countries can be invited. 

 

The purpose of the tour is to make it possible for our exchange students to experience the 

culture of Europe in a Rotary way, under pleasant circumstances. 

 

This tour of Europe is arranged by Rotary Youth Exchange Sweden, which operates as a non-

profit foundation. The Europe Ramble Tour is arranged in co-operation with a tour operator; 

Scandorama – Maxli Travel Group AB. You can read about the tour at their website 

http://gok.scandorama.se/ert . 

  

This year the tour runs from June 27 to July 10, 2017. 

 

The tour always runs around this time of the year, so that our exchange students will not miss 

school and be in Sweden for the Midsummer Holiday, and because the chaperons need 

summer vacation to be able to volunteer. The number of participating exchange students has 

for the past years been around 50-80. 

 

To ensure that the trip is arranged according to Rotary International’s rules for exchange 

students’ travel, the bus trip must be under the supervision of Rotarians. For that reason we 

have 4 Rotary chaperons in the bus, whose function is to be ”extra parents” to maintain good 

behavior, good spirit, as well as see to that the rules are obeyed by. 

 

The price for the tour 2017 is SEK 17 600 which include the following services: 

 

 A comfortable coach and its experienced driver for the whole tour. 

 A guide throughout the whole tour. 

 Ferry crossings both ways. 

 Local taxes. 

 13 stay-overs in middle and tourist class hotels in 6 different countries. 

 Breakfast every morning from day 2 to day 14. 

 10 light lunches including one soft drink.  

 Dinner from day 1 to 8 and day 10 to 14, including one soft drink. 

 City sightseeing in Berlin, Cracow, Bratislava, Venice, Paris, Brussels. 

 

The price also includes admission fees to the following attractions: 

 

 Berlin –  Typical German dinner, Stasi museum 

 Bratislava – Typical Slovakian dinner 

 Cracow – Auschwitz, a former Concentration Camp, and a Jewish dinner 

 Zell am See – Hiking in the Alps, fee for valley tour 

 Venice – Vaporetto, Gondola ride 

 Paris – Typical French dinner  
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Please note that you will have to pay for any extra activities that you wish to attend, on the 

spot. Neither the chaperons nor the tour guide from Scandorama will lend you money. Extra 

soft drinks and water, beside the one that is included in the meals, you also must pay for 

yourself. 

 

The Tour Operator 

The Europe Ramble tour is arranged in co-operation with Scandorama – Maxli Travel Group 

AB. All payment is done directly to them. Concerning some parts of the arrangement you may 

have direct contact with their office in Malmö. The tour operator will carefully select an 

experienced bus-driver as well as a tour guide, who together with the Rotary chaperons are 

responsible for the tour. 

 

Your Rotary Chaperons 

The Rotary Chaperons are selected by Rotary Youth Exchange, in Sweden. Their 

responsibility is to be “parents” for you. They will help you in case you don’t feel well, if you 

lose something, need help at the bank etc, or if you just feel like talking to someone during the 

trip. They will also ensure your safety by seeing to that the rules and curfews are obeyed and 

deadlines held. If you feel that something is not right, inform the chaperons right away. After 

the tour it is too late to correct something. 

 

The Rules  

General  

Exchange students will be expected to conduct themselves at all times in a responsible 

manner. You, and only you, are responsible for your own valuables, e.g. passport, cameras, 

jewelry, mobile phones etc. If you lose any of your valuables it may cause such delay, that the 

whole group misses a planned visit, which they actually have paid for. 

 

You must have proper clothes for each occasion. Beach-wear is for the beach. Visits to 

churches, museums etc. require proper clothes that cover up. Ripped jeans and a worn out t-

shirt are not considered proper clothing. The rotary blazer is not needed on the tour. 

 

Rules for the exchange year  

For the exchange year you are currently participating in there are certain rules that apply, that 

you and your parents have signed and agreed to follow. 

 

The 4 D:s 

1. No Drinking 

You are not allowed to drink any alcohol, except at certain special occasions, together with 

the Rotary chaperons. 
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2. No Drugs 

Drugs of any kind are absolutely forbidden, no matter your age, no matter the laws of 

the country you are visiting. For medication you need a prescription. The trip is also a non-

smoking trip. There is no smoking neither in the bus nor in the hotel rooms. Out of courtesy to 

the other exchange students, there is no smoking allowed either when you’re gathered at 

different functions, sight-seeing etc. N.B. If you have stated, in your application to your 

exchange year, that you’re a non-smoker, you will remain a non- smoker throughout the 

whole exchange experience, including the Ramble tour. Buying alcohol of any kind and for 

any reason (e.g. gift purpose) is not allowed. In order to possess alcohol in Sweden you must 

have a minimum age of 20 years.  

 

3. No Dating 

The purpose of this tour is to visit different parts of Europe, to learn about culture and history, 

and to get to know and exchange experiences with the other exchange students you travel 

together with. Therefore hanging out too much with only one person hinders you from 

benefiting as much as possible from the tour. Sexual activity is not allowed either. 

 

4. No Driving 

You are not authorized to operate a motorized vehicle of any kind. 

 

When you sign up for the trip you also give the chaperons permission to alcohol test you. 

 

Additional Rules for the Europe Ramble Tour  

1. When staying in a hotel, consider the well-being of the other guests. No running in the 

halls, shouting or disturbing in any other way. 

 

2. No exchanging of the rooms you have been assigned, due to security reasons. 

 

3. Curfews are to be obeyed. 

 

4. Do not misplace items that are not your property from the stops along the way. The 

Ramble tour wants to return next year. 

 

5. You are not allowed to go out on your own. During daytime you ought to be in pairs 

of two, during nighttime you have to be at least in groups of three. You are responsible 

for always knowing the telephone number to the chaperones and the address of the 

hotel you are staying at. 

 

When you sign the application you certify that you have read the rules, and agree to abide by 

them during the entire tour. The rules of course apply to your travel to and from Malmö. As 

well as during the exchange year, breaking these rules may be grounds for expelling you from 

the tour, e.g. sending you back to Sweden, at your own expense. Any cost for Rotary 

connected with disobeying these rules will be charged on you. 

 

The Rules for the Europe Ramble Tour applies all night, all day! 
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How to Apply 

The last day of application is March 27, 2017. 

 

You can send your application either by e-mail or post. Due to limited seating there might not 

be room for everyone, so please make sure to send the application in time. Your entry is 

binding as soon as you get an e-mail from Scandorama confirming your place on the tour. 

 

Post: 

 

Send 3 copies of the application, 3 business cards and proof of insurance for the Ramble Tour 

to Scandorama.  

 

Scandorama 

Grupp, Konferens & Event 

Box 4012 

SE-203 11 MALMÖ 

 

Remember to make your own copy of the application form before sending it. 

 

E-mail: 

 

E-mail your application, a copy of your business card and proof of insurance for the Ramble 

Tour to Scandorama. 

 

Karin.ydrefelt@scandorama.se 

 

How to Pay 

The price 

The price for the tour is SEK 17 600. We reserve the right to change the tour price if the rate 

Of exchange is changed in an unforeseeable way. 

 

The payment 

The payment for the tour SEK 17 600 + the cost for lodging in Malmö SEK 385 per person 

per night, is to be paid to Scandorama no later than April 24, 2017. 

 

Methods of payment 

You can pay by sending money to Scandorama’s Bankgiro or by credit card. Please see the 

website http://gok.scandorama.se/ert for detailed information on how to pay. 
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Terms and Conditions of Cancellations  

 Before May 27, 2017 

Your money will be returned to you, except for a handling fee SEK 500. 

 

 May 28-June 12, 2017 

Your money will be returned to you, except for a fee of SEK 3 750. 

 

 June 13-June 25, 2017 

Your money will be returned to you, except for a fee of SEK 8 550. 

 

 Less than 24 hours before departure 

You will have to pay the total amount of SEK 17 600. 

 

Please refer to your private insurance for reimbursement if you have to cancel due to injury or 

illness. 

 

Visas 

Please note that it is your own responsibility to apply and pay for each visa needed.  For the 

countries you will visit, belonging to the group of Schengen countries, you do not need any 

visa, since you have your student visa. It is important though to check now already that 

your student visa for Sweden is valid to stay in Europe during the whole trip. 

 

There will be neither time nor possibility of last minute passport/visa fixing. 

 

NO VISA/PASSPORT = NO EUROPE RAMBLE 

 

Guidelines 

Staying in a Hotel  

It is important to remember that the group you travel with will not be the only people staying 

in the hotels. Therefore you have to behave in a manner that does not disturb the other guests, 

including the rest of the people of your group. 

 

That means no running in the halls, shouting or disturbing in any other way. That also means 

no drinking, drugs, or smoking anywhere in the hotel. Also do not misplace items that belong 

to the hotels, such as keys, towels etc. The Ramble tour wants to return next year. If you do 

not respect this, the whole trip can be cancelled. 

 

Do not make telephone calls from hotel rooms. It is too expensive. Use a pay phone instead if 

you need to call home or call Sweden. The country code to call Sweden is 0046. You must 

have a working cell phone during the tour.  Make sure your cell phone works outside of 

Sweden. For your safety the chaperons and you must be able to reach each other. 

 

The first thing you should do when you enter a new hotel and your hotel room is to check out 

the fire exits. Also take the hotel’s business card and carry it with you at all times, so there is 

no trouble finding the hotel. 
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You, and only you, are responsible for your own valuables, e.g. passport, travelers checks, 

cameras, jewelry, cell phones etc. 

 

Curfews 

Each night there will be a curfew set by the Rotary chaperons. Travel days usually start quite 

early, and there are a lot of things to experience and see also during a travel day. 

 

Most nights there will be either group activities or activities with the chaperons. A few nights 

during the tour will not have organized activities. Every night there will be a chaperon waiting 

in the hotel lobby to make sure that every student comes back in time for the set curfew, safe 

and sound. The system with curfews is a question of your safety which the chaperons are 

responsible for. 

 

Disobeying/misusing the curfews is very serious, and can lead to immediate dismissal 

from the tour. 
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2. YOUR OWN PREPARATION 

General 

Going on a trip like the Ramble Tour, traveling Europe for almost two weeks, needs careful, 

practical preparation of what to pack. 

 

To make the most out of what you will experience of culture, history, customs and traditions 

etc. of the different countries, it could be beneficial for you to prepare yourself, by reading 

about the countries you will visit and pass through. Search the Internet and go to the library to 

find information. Also study the map of Europe to see where the countries are situated. 

 

What to Pack 

Since the space in the coach is limited, and the fact that you will have to carry the luggage 

yourself, you may bring one normal sized suit case and one small carryon luggage. The 

suitcase including contents should not weigh more than 25 kg, so travel light when you start. 

If your own suitcase is very big, borrow a smaller one from your host family. 

 

If your suitcase is too big, you might have to leave the bag in Malmö. 

 

Although this is a “vacation trip” you need to be dressed properly at all times. Ripped and 

worn out clothes are not considered being proper. Essential to make the trip pleasant is 

comfortable walking shoes, that do not give you blisters. The shoes are especially important 

during the hiking in Zell am See. For visits to churches you need to cover up arms and legs. 

For special events such as dinners, concerts you need to wear a nice pair of pants/a skirt and a 

shirt/blouse. Beach wear such as bikini/tank tops, shorts etc. is only for the beach. A sunhat 

can be useful the whole trip, since the temperatures can reach 30C at times. 

 

Besides clothes you need to bring personal things like your tooth brush and prescribed 

medication. For your own safety, please inform the chaperons if you take any prescribed 

medication. Other useful things could be an alarm clock, a small travel pillow, paper 

handkerchiefs, umbrella and your camera. 

 

You need to bring your own towel. The hotels do not allow you to bring their towels to the 

beach. 

 

Please note that you are responsible for loading and unloading your own luggage on travel 

days, and also for carrying it to and from the hotel room. 

 

Money 

We recommend that you bring both a credit card and some cash. There are plenty of cash 

dispensers all over Europe. Most countries you will visit use euros. 

 

You need to bring EUR 30 cash, which the tour guide will collect during the first day. 
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This EUR 30 will be used to pay a deposit at every hotel you check in at, and unless you are 

responsible for any damage in the hotels, this money will be given back to you the last day of 

the tour. If you lose a room-key you have to pay for it. 

 

You need to bring a sufficient amount of pocket money to cover admissions to attractions not 

included in the price, as well as meals not included in the tour, souvenirs, post cards, phone 

calls, etc. 

 

Please note that you will have to pay for any extra activities. Neither the chaperons nor 

Scandorama, will  lend you money. 

 

Insurance 

General  

It is essential that your insurance also covers travel. Please check before signing up for the 

trip that this is the case with your particular insurance. You may have to make an additional 

payment for the Europe Ramble Tour. Make sure that you bring evidence of your insurance, 

and instructions of how to act if you become ill, e.g. insurance card and emergency numbers. 

 

Il lness and Accidents  

You need to carry your insurance card on you at all times. If you need to see a doctor or go 

to the hospital you will need to show the card. For a single doctor’s visit you may have to pay 

cash. If so, take the receipt and when you come back to Sweden fill out a claim form and send 

to your insurance company, in order to get reimbursed. Keep all receipts from doctors’ visits, 

taxi rides, medication, etc. 

 

If you need to go to the hospital you must show the emergency card, to ensure the hospital 

that the bill will be paid. When it comes to more serious incidents you need to call the 

emergency number. The insurance company will then contact the hospital to settle the 

payment for your treatment. Neither you nor Rotary should pay anything at this time. 

 

If your condition is due to violence by another person, or a vehicle you need to report it to the 

police. The chaperons will help you with that. 

 

Other Events 

If your belongings are stolen it has to be reported immediately to the nearest police station. 

Without the police report, you will not receive any money from the insurance company. If you 

need to buy new things during the trip to replace stolen items, you pay for it with your own 

money. Rotary has no obligation/possibility to do it for you. 
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3. THE TRIP DAY BY DAY 

For the full program, please see the folder “Welcome to the Europe Ramble Tour“ and the 

website http://gok.scandorama.se/ert . 

 

Traveling to and Gathering in Malmö 

The Europe Ramble Tour 2017 will start with an information meeting at 08.30 on the day of 

departure, June 27, in Malmö. Where the meeting will be held will be informed on website 

http://gok.scandorama.se/ert . 

 

If you live far from Malmö you need to plan to go to Malmö the day before departure, to stay 

overnight. Make sure you note on the application if you need lodging. 

 

As far as traveling to and from Malmö you need to make the arrangements yourself. If you are 

going by train, bus or plane we recommend you to make your reservations through our travel 

agency Carlson Wagonlit Travel, where you should talk to Karin Wiman, phone 026-66 3160. 

She is very familiar with Rotary and makes most of our travel arrangements. Please make 

your travel arrangements well in advance. 

 

Chaperons, drivers and guide will meet the day before departure, for last minute planning. 

They will welcome those of you who will stay at the hotel June 26. Bed time is at 23.00. The 

above hotel rules apply of course also this night. 

 

The First Day of Travel  

All participants should be present for the pre-tour information and roll call at 08.30 on the day 

of departure, June 27. After that everyone takes her/his luggage and loads it in to the buss. Do 

not be late! 

 

Touring in Europe 

During the 14 days of travel you will visit 7 different countries, with different languages, 

traditions and mentalities. 

 

The tour itinerary will contain a mixture of pleasant moments such as theme dinners, cultural 

moments such as visiting historical and tourist sites, moments of leisure on the beach and 

more serious moments such as remainders of war. The program is composed so that there will 

be a balance between the different parts. 

 

A lot of time will be spent in the coach going from place to place. It will be a comfortable 

coach with air condition, bath room as well as the possibility of buying cold drinks, coffee, tea 

and snacks. 

 

An experienced chauffeur will drive the coach. It is also the driver who is in charge of the 

coach. He alone sets the rules for how to conduct in general, playing music, eating and 

drinking etc. The bus will be equipped with an emergency kit, and the chaperons will bring 

various “drugstore articles” such as band-aid, aspirin, cough-medicine etc. 
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Please note that the main language spoken by the guide and chaperons on the tour is 

Swedish. 

 

Return to Malmö 

The coach will return to Malmö around 21.00 hours July 10. Where the tour will end will be 

informed on website http://gok.scandorama.se/ert . 

 

For those of you who plan to return to your host families by train or plane, make your 

reservations before leaving on the tour. Because of possible delays we recommend that you 

stay overnight in Malmö and continue your journey the next day. 

 

You have to return directly to your host family, after the Ramble tour is finished. 

Visiting Copenhagen is not allowed. 
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4. IMPORTANT NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

If you need to get in contact with Rotary Youth Exchange, and for all questions regarding 

visas and insurance, please turn to: 

 

Rotarys Ungdomsutbyte 

Varuvägen 9 

125 30 Älvsjö-Stockholm 

Phone: 08-644 74 10 

Email: info@rotarystudent.se 

Web: www.rotarystudent.se 

 

Send your application to, and for all questions regarding registration and payments, please 

address to: 

 

Scandorama Grupp, Konferens & Event 

Box 4012 

SE-203 11 MALMÖ 

Phone: +46 (0)40 600 00 60 or +46 (0)40 600 00 00 

Fax: +46 (0)40 600 00 65 

Contact person: Karin Ydrefelt  

E-mail: karin.ydrefelt@scandorama.se  

Webb: http://gok.scandorama.se/ert 

 

For your travel to and from Malmö we recommend our travel agency: 

 

Carlson Wagonlit Travel 

Contact person: Karin Wiman 

Phone: 026-66 31 60 

E-mail: kwiman@carlsonwagonlit.se 
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5. EMERGENCY NUMBERS FOR CREDIT CARDS 

Visa 

Belgium 0800-1-8397 

Denmark 8001-6098 

France 0800-90-1179 

Italy 800-819-014 

Switzerland 0800-89-4732 

Sweden 020-79 56 75 

Germany 0800-811-8440 

 

Master Card 

Belgium 0800-1-5096 

Denmark 800-16098 

France 0800-90-1387 

Italy 800-870-866 

Monaco 0800-90-1387 

Sweden 020-79 13 24 

Switzerland 0800-89-7092 

Germany 0800-819-1040 

 

American Express 

Belgium +32-2-676-2121 

Denmark +45-33-118099 

France +33-1-4777-7000 

Italy +39-6-72282 

Switzerland +41-1-38436333 

Sweden +46-8-429 54 29/00 

Germany +49-69-9797-1000 

 

Eurocard 

Sweden +46-8-14 67 67 

 

Diners Club 

Sweden +46-8-14 68 78 

 

N.B. These phone numbers are accurate when calling FROM Sweden, so when you are in the 

actual country, the country code should be omitted, and in some cases a 0 is to be added 

before the area code. 
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6. INFORMATION ABOUT THE COUNTRIES 

GERMANY: Berlin and Essen 

LANGUAGE  German is the main language. Most people in hotels and 

restaurants speak English. 

CURRENCY Euro (EUR)  

MAPS & INFORMATION www.germany.travel/se/index.html 

ELECTRIC CURRENT 220 V 

 

POLAND: Crakow 

LANGUAGE  Polish is the main language. Older people speak Russian 

and younger people speak some English and some German. 

CURRENCY Złoty (PLN) 

MAPS & INFORMATION www.polen.travel/sv 

ELECTRIC CURRENT 220 V 

 

SLOVAKIA: Bratislava 

LANGUAGE  Slovak is the main language. A few, mostly younger people, 

speak some English. 

CURRENCY  Euro (EUR) 

MAPS & INFORMATION  www.slovakien.se/turistika.html 

ELECTRIC CURRENT  230 V 

 

AUSTRIA: Zell am See 

LANGUAGE   German is the main language. Most of the people speak 

English as well.  

CURRENCY  Euro (EUR)  

MAPS & INFORMATION  www.austria.info/se 

ELECTRIC CURRENT  220 V 

 

ITALY: Lido di Jesolo & Venice 

LANGUAGE   Italian is the main language. Younger people speak English 

as well. 

CURRENCY  Euro (EUR)  

MAPS & INFORMATION  www.italiantourism.com 

ELECTRIC CURRENT  220 V 

 

FRANCE: Chambéry & Paris 

LANGUAGE   French is the main language. Younger people in the big 

cities speak English as well. 

CURRENCY  Euro (EUR) 

MAPS & INFORMATION  www.frankriketurist.se 

ELECTRIC CURRENT  220 V 

 

BELGIUM: Brussels 

LANGUAGE  Dutch, French and German are the main languages.  

CURRENCY Euro (EUR) 

MAPS & INFORMATION  www.visitbelgium.com 

ELECTRIC CURRENT  220 V 
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7. ROTARY’S RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR EXCHANGE 

Som utbytesstudent sponsrad av en rotaryklubb eller ett rotarydistrikt måste du följa 

nedanstående villkor och bestämmelser för utbytet. Observera att distrikten får anpassa 

dokumentet efter lokala förhållanden genom att göra ändringar eller lägga till ytterligare 

bestämmelser. 

 

As a Youth Exchange student sponsored by a Rotary club or district, you must agree to the 

following rules and conditions of exchange. Please note that districts may edit this document 

or insert additional rules if needed to account for local conditions. 
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